HOW ASSAR WORKS
Background

Outputs

The semi-arid regions of Africa and Asia already experience harsh
climates and these conditions are expected to intensify in the
coming decades. Hundreds of millions of people live in these areas,
and these changing climates could amplify their vulnerability and
compromise their livelihood and wellbeing.

Regional Diagnostic Study (RDS)

Therefore, the five-year life span of the Adaptation at Scale in
Semi-arid Regions (ASSAR) project, one of the four consortia under
the Collaborative Adaptation Research Initiative in Africa and Asia
(CARIAA) was developed to generate new knowledge of climate
change hotspots.
ASSAR operates in 7 countries in South Asia and West, East and
Southern Africa.

As part of ASSAR’s communication strategies, reports and policy
briefs have been produced to summarise diagnostic findings in each
region. Stakeholder meetings have been held at multiple scales of
governance to present and validate findings.

Regional Research Programmes (RRP)
This activity is currently on-going and involves detailed research
grounded in the information gathered from the RDS phase to
explore the potential, feasibility and implication of different
strategies for developing adaptation measures and adaptive capacity
in each region.

ASSAR focal countries

Policy Implications
Climate change exacerbates many risks to human livelihoods
and wellbeing in semi-arid regions.

ASSAR research phases

Objectives
To generate new stakeholder-driven knowledge on vulnerability
and adaptation to climate change in semi-arid regions.
To develop innovative communication approaches for effective
knowledge sharing on climate change vulnerability and
adaptation.
To strengthen capacity for adaptation in research, policy and
practice domains.

In order to address these risks, climate change information
needs to be better understood by decision makers and
appropriately integrated into national and sectoral policies and
plans.
We recommend a multi-sectoral approach where governments
engage across institutional levels as well as with the private
sector to innovatively address climate risks and promote climate
finance mechanisms.
Better integration of adaptation planning into development
priorities coupled with resources for implementing adaptation
practices can help to support local communities to adapt to the
current and future effects of climate change in dryland areas.
The needs of the most vulnerable members of society should be
identified and prioritised.
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