Living on the edge: A case study of Bangalore’s Invisible
Environmentalists
Introduction
❖ Climatic and non-climatic factors intersect and create an entire tribe of marginalized and
vulnerable people who form a large proportion of the informal economy of Bangalore city.
❖ We focus on one of the most marginalized groups in the city, the waste-pickers, who are
performing an essential environmental service to the city but at the same time are
differentially vulnerable due to their livelihoods and living conditions.

Migration pattern

❖ Our findings emphasize the need for:
i) understanding vulnerability in a comprehensive manner specifying its structural
and non-structural aspects,
ii) bringing out a strong case for implementing climate change adaptation in the city
by improving the adaptive capacity of the marginalized.

Methodology
❖ This research is focused on the entry of inter-state climate migrants, predominantly from West
Bengal into the informal urban economy particularly into the waste sector.
❖ Qualitative research tools include semi-structured and key informant interviews with relevant
stakeholders such as land owners, waste pickers and community leaders .
❖ Planned: i) focus group discussions ii) mobility mapping of waste collection iii) secondary data
analysis and iv) primary data analysis using quantitative household survey.
Root causes
Pre-existing structural conditions
Climatic events driving migration
(floods, cyclonic storms &
droughts)

Vulnerability
of the waste
pickers

Dynamic pressures
Divisive & exclusionary
urbanisation
Unequal division of power
Insecure & discriminatory
livelihood
Unsafe conditions
Occupational hazards
Reside in hazardous locations
(landfill sites/open drains)
Mal-recognition & injured
identities

RiU activities and outcomes
Activities
❖ Active dissemination of research results and
policy engagement
❖ Development of a case that illustrates the key
transitions in the local and regional development
process focusing on livelihoods
❖ Use of teaching cases/briefs to engage with local,
regional and national policy processes around
key thematic areas such as vulnerability,
livelihood, migration and power dynamics
Outcomes
❖ Raise awareness pertaining to climate change
concerns and livelihood challenges particularly
in urban regions
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